
To the Brothers and Sisters at Southgate, 

Greetings from the Elders. 

We want you all to know how much we truly appreciate the gracious words of encouragement and 

support as we seek to find the best path through the current environment.  Your unwavering concern 

and patience truly exemplify Christian behavior and living.  And not only your kindness towards us, many 

of you have reached out to serve and love others within our family and community.  Your kindness 

shines brightly during dark times. 

From the very beginning of these strange and peculiar events that we find ourselves living in, we have 

been struggling between our immense desire to worship publicly, face-to face, with all of you and 

prudently caring for the health and well-being each and every one — and that struggle continues.  

Circumstances, however, now seem to be improving, and we have hope that our past normalcy will 

return, if not grudgingly slow. 

We will be monitoring the events going forward watching for any negative turn of events, but we 

wanted to name a date for having our return to public assembly at the building. Sometimes, having a 

date gives us something to hope towards.   We will meet for public worship on May 17.  We are greatly 

looking forward to being with you all again!  Of course, not being able to foresee the future, should any 

significantly negative circumstances arise, this date could change. 

Now is a good time to say this.  As we do come together again, we want you to know that it is your own, 

personal decision as to when you should come.  If being in the public might compromise your health, or 

the health of someone you live with, please feel free to continue to worship with us online for a time 

until it is right for you.  The online streaming of our worship service will continue going forward. 

Changes are being made at the building to help accommodate a healthier, cleaner environment.  There 

will be a few procedural things that will be different as we try to keep ourselves spread out a bit.  But 

even with the oddities, it will be wonderful to be together with our family. 

It is an awesome blessing to know that we can place our hope and confidence in the promises God has 

made.  There will be (and already has been) some good worked out of this situation.  Nothing can 

separate us from His love in Christ.  There is no longer any condemnation for us in Christ. 

With love for you all, 

The Elders 


